A. Hoens, PT KB, Aug 14/2009

Summary & Recommendations from 
Physical Therapy Knowledge Broker Needs Assessment

Summary

1. 82 responses

2. Characteristics of respondents

·  Role: 95% clinicians, 13% administrators/decision makers, 9% clinician researchers,4% academic researchers (*note – multiple roles for some respondents)
· Employer: 54% PABC members, 66% VCH employees, 27% PHC employees, 13% BC C&W (many respondents with >1 category)

·  Experience: 26% <5 years; 22% 6-10 years; 10% with 11-15 years experience; 14% for 16-20 years experience; 28% >20 years experience
3. Needs of clinicians
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Greatest Need
-  Article alerts - based on area of practice (ortho, neuro, cardioresp)

Training on EBP skills
- More interest in on-line resources than written resources on how to acquire, appraise and apply evidence
Other needs: 


-  Directory of researchers external to BC for specific areas of practice


-  Have alerts focus on systematic reviews and CPGs


-  Access to EBP resources that are clinician friendly


-  Journal clubs/discussion groups (accessed by videoconferencing) which are specific to practice areas. 

-  Guidance on acquiring, appraising and applying evidence


-  Directory of resources for assistance with grant writing and statistical analysis

- Alerts re upcoming courses

- Organizational support: funding for clinician research, allocated time

4. Needs of researchers
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Greatest Need


- Directory of clinician collaborators

Other Needs


- KT template for grant applications

- Linkage to collaborators


- Forums to identify research priorities

5. Needs of Administrators / Decision-Makers
[image: image3.emf]Administrator Needs

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

Not at all

interested

Mildly

interested Moderately

interested

Very

interested

Resources

Percentage of Respondents

Inventory of current

research

Inventory of  researchers

Directory of clinician

collaborators


[image: image1.emf]Clinician Needs

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%

On-line

training for

EBP

Written

directions

for EBP

Practice

specific

journal alerts

Directory of

current

research

Directoy of

researchers

Resources

Percentage of Respondents

Not at all interested

Mildly interested

Moderately interested

Very interested

[image: image4.emf]Administrator Needs

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

Not at all

interested

Mildly

interested Moderately

interested

Very

interested

Resources

Percentage of 

Respondents

Inventory of current

research

Inventory of  researchers

Directory of clinician

collaborators


Greatest Need

· Directory of clinician collaborators

Other Needs


- Inventory of current research projects

- Inventory of effective organizational strategies for increasing EBP


- Directory of funding sources


- More KB positions

ACTIONS FOR PT KB BASED ON NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Commensurate with goals identified in PT KB Action Plan July 16, 2009:

Goal 1: Establish a web presence for the PT knowledge brokering initiative

- Already present on UBC Dept of PT website and PABC website
- Utilize these web locations to load the tools requested in the Needs Assessment
Goal 2: Facilitate PT clinician / researcher partnerships  in  BC

- Develop directory of clinician collaborators
- Develop directories of researchers, current projects and areas of expertise
- Explore sharing template developed by OT KB for KT inclusion in grant applications

- Develop directory of administrators/ decision–makers to collaborate on research initiatives
Goal 3: Enhance access to evidence-based learning resources and knowledge products for PTs in BC


- Identify & modify or develop tools to guiding clinicians on acquiring, appraising (& synthesizing) and applying evidence to practice

- Develop on-line learning aids for use of the above EBP tools

- Work with PABC and UBC librarians to develop journal alerts based on specific areas of practice
A. Hoens

July 24, 2009

