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Comments? Want to be added to our mailing list?   Email: Carolyn Andersson 

UBC PT Clinical Education Newsletter 
The Globe 

Looking Forward 
 

You’ll see that I’ve chosen 

the beautiful forsythia as 

the representative for this 

season, and rightly so, as it 

is indeed one of the 

harbingers of spring! Here 

in Vancouver we have just 

emerged from the grey 

and rain (that we call 

winter), looking forward to 

spring. 

We are also looking 

forward to this year, as it 

is bringing a lot of positive 

changes, among them the 

addition of a new team 

member! As well, the 

Northern and Rural Cohort 

(a max of 20 students per 

class) will be officially 

starting September 2012.  

There is a lot to keep the 

four of us busy, busy, busy. 

Happy spring! 

Carolyn 

A few of the symposium participants hamming it up for the camera! 

Spring 2012 

Symposium 

Robin Roots has joined the UBC PT Clinical 

Education team and will be our ―Face in the 

North‖ in her role as Coordinator of Clinical Education, Northern and Rural 

Cohort. Recently Robin has been working on contract for us, helping us 

build capacity and engage with clinicians in the North. Her official start date 

is May 1, 2012. Sue, Ingrid and I are all very happy to welcome Robin to our 

small (and awesome!) team.  
 

       P.S. See Robin’s column ”Northern and Rural News” on page 2... 

UBC Department of Physical Therapy 

212 - 2177 Wesbrook Mall 

Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z3 

www.physicaltherapy.med.ubc.ca 

It’s official!! 

mailto:carolyn.andersson@ubc.ca?subject=Please%20sign%20me%20up%20for%20%22The%20Globe!%22
http://www.physicaltherapy.med.ubc.ca


One of the things students crave on placement is specific feedback (―You gave great instructions to Mr. X during 

that difficult transfer” is much more meaningful and helpful to the student than “You are good at patient transfers”). 

By the time midterm or the end of placement rolls around and you are completing the formal evaluations, it is often 

difficult to remember specific examples of what makes your student so great, or examples of things the student 

needs to work on. By keeping a ―feedback log,‖ and jotting down examples of both strengths and areas for 

improvement for the student, the examples you are able to give can be more meaningful and provide more impetus 

for discussion and learning. It doesn‘t have to be a complicated process –jotting down some ―memory joggers‖ so 

that you can discuss specific examples rather than talking in generalities is often all that is needed!  

We were pleased to welcome Dr. Megan Dalton (Senior Research Fellow, Faculty of 

Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, Monash University, Brisbane, Australia) to our 

department as a visiting scholar. Megan‘s research has revolved around the development, 

testing and implementation of a new tool for the assessment of entry-level competence in 

physiotherapy called the APP (Assessment of Physiotherapy Practice).  

Megan came to UBC for a two-week visit at the end of January. Sue had her on a pretty 

hectic schedule – Megan presented inservices, went on site visits, and attended our Clin 

Ed Symposium, among other things. She also made a quick visit up to Prince George (a bit 

of a shock, coming from an Australian summer!) and through the facilitation of Robin 

Roots, met with Northern PTs and provided some continuing professional development for 

local clinicians. She even had the chance to attend a potluck dinner with 15 local PTs! 

Megan‘s presentations about the APP were very well received and sparked a lot of 

dialogue and interest. Sue and Megan have been working on a revised version that is 

suitable for Canadian context. The form is currently being trialed with some volunteer 

preceptors who (bless their hearts) are filling out both the CPI and the APP for their 

student‘s placement—so the two forms can be compared. Although there is not consensus 

across Canada to use the APP (rather a Canada-wide evaluation tool is being developed) it 

is hoped that in the interim our UBC MPT program can replace the long and time-

consuming CPI with this much shorter and user-friendly adapted APP until the Canada-

wide instrument is implemented. 

More information on the APP see Megan‘s e-Thesis: http://arrow.monash.edu.au/hdl/1959.1/479140  

Like every true Aussie, Megan threw herself into the local 

lifestyle! Here she is in Prince George, trying snowshoeing. 

So, what is the Northern and Rural Cohort, you ask? 

The Northern and Rural Cohort (NRC) is a partnership between the 

UBC Department of Physical Therapy and UNBC, and is funded by the 

provincial government. Up to 20 MPT students (within the existing 80 

students) will complete four of their six placements in northern and 

rural communities in BC. The aim of this initiative 

is to increase recruitment and retention of 

physiotherapists to northern and rural 

communities through offering MPT students the 

opportunity to experience rural practice and rural 

life during their clinical education.  

I have been hired to assist Sue Murphy in 

coordinating clinical education for the NRC. Having 

worked as a physiotherapist in private and public 

practice in many rural communities across BC 

(including Parksville, Port Hardy, Port McNeill, 

Kitimat, Terrace and Prince Rupert), I have first-

hand experience of the rewards and challenges of 

being in rural practice and the benefits of clinical 

education in the rural setting for both students and 

preceptors. My MSc research looked at the 

practice of OTs and PTs in rural BC and I 

completed an environmental scan of the capacity 

for clinical education in northern and rural BC as 

background to this Cohort. Often referred to as specialist generalists, 

rural physiotherapists have a broad scope of practice and work in a 

variety of different settings: small town hospitals, lumber mills and other 

industrial sites, community centres and private practices - all excellent 

learning environments for physiotherapy clinical 

education. I look forward to working with all the 

rural ‗specialist generalist physiotherapists‘ to foster 

clinical education opportunities for students and 

enhance the rehabilitation workforce in rural BC. 

I am honoured to join the faculty of UBC‘s 

Department of Physical Therapy and I am grateful 

for the opportunity to work together with the faculty 

and staff at UBC and at UNBC, as well as the clinical 

community, in developing and delivering 

outstanding physical therapy clinical education in 

northern and rural BC. 

This NRC column will be part of ―The Globe‖ from 

now on. I look forward to keeping everyone up to 

date on what is happening in BC‘s northern and 

rural communities, and welcome your feedback, 

comments and suggestions at any time. 
 

Robin Roots 

Visit from Oz 

Northern & Rural News 

http://arrow.monash.edu.au/hdl/1959.1/479140


Why did you get involved with taking 

students? 

Tell us  about your practice 

What do you enjoy about hosting a learning 

experience for a student? 

What are some of the challenges you have 

as a private practitioner hosting a student? 

What has been your most rewarding 

experience so far with a student? 

What is tips you would pass on to other PTs 

who are taking a student for the first time? 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting our Community PT Partners... 

Klari Varallyai 

That caught your attention, didn’t it?!? 

Välkommen is Swedish for “Welcome...” 

We welcome the following new clinical sites... 

PhysioLife Physiotherapy Clinic 

White Rock & Surrey 

physiolife.ca 

Laurel Place 

Surrey 

Residential Care facility 

www.laurelplace.ca 

West Coast Kinesiology 

Physiotherapy Clinic, Maple Ridge 

www.westcoastkinesiology.com 



Contact Us... 

Sue Murphy Carolyn Andersson Ingrid Dill Robin Roots 

Associate Head, Clinical Education Clinical Education Officer Clinical Placement Assistant Coordinator for Clinical Education, 

 → Contact Carolyn for workshop info → Contact Ingrid about placement logistics  Northern and Rural Cohort 

sue.murphy@ubc.ca carolyn.andersson@ubc.ca pt.placements@ubc.ca robin.roots@ubc.ca 
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Placement dates  
Prospective and new PTs/sites often ask us 

when our MPT1 and MPT2 placements 

take place during the year. We have now 

uploaded that information to the Clin Ed 

section of the UBC PT website.  

 

In the left hand drop down column, go to: 

> Clinical Education 

> For Clinical Educators 

> UBC MPT Placement dates 
 
Note: Although the timing is the same, the date 

ranges change slightly with each cohort. 

Hello Everyone!  I would like to thank all of you for supporting our 

last round of placements. We were short in the first instance and a lot of you 
stepped in to help us out. It is a testament to Physiotherapists, Receiving 
Coordinators and Clinic Managers as to what great people and team players you 
all are! It allowed us to stay on schedule and keep things rolling.   
 

As you know, the next round of placements is always just around the corner. To 
this end, I will be sending out the next Call for Offers by the end of May. These 
will be for our MPT1 cohort with the following dates:  
  

 Level 2A: November 13 – December 14, 2012 

 Level 2B:  January 2 – February 1,2013 
 

I look forward to hearing from you and doing it all over again! Please email me 
any questions/concerns you may have about the placement process or inputting 
offers into HSPnet.       

   Ingrid Dill 
Artwork courtesy of Kaia Dill, age 8! 

See you at the Forum?? 
Come and drop by our booth at the PABC/CPTBC Physiotherapy 
Practice Forum on May 5th! We would love to say hi, and it is an 
opportunity for you to put a “face to a name” and meet the Clin Ed 
Team. We will be in the Trade Show area signing autographs (just 
kidding!) and we will have lots of great information for you 
including a referendum question as to whether we should change 
our evaluation tool to the APP form. Vote in the referendum and 
your name will be entered in a draw to win an iPod Nano, kindly 
donated by T-Res!  

We appreciate you, we really do!!! 
We have listened, and are now looking into 
implementing a “Preceptor Recognition Program,” 
where those PTs who have provided a learning 
experience for our students on a regular basis will have 
their names entered in ongoing draws for some great 
prizes. More to come in the next edition of The Globe! 

We need you! 
We are looking for volunteers to trial the new APP form and give us feedback. If you 
are taking a student in a placement this summer (that’s Level 1 or Level 3), and would 
be willing to spend about an hour of your time helping us evaluate the new form, 
please contact Sue – she would love to hear from you!  


